The medium most widely used for the isolation of Candida and other yeast species from clinical specimens is Sabouraud glucose agar (7) , a general-purpose medium that supports the growth of most Nickerson's medium (4, 5) , which is essentially the same as the commercially available BiGGY agar, relies on the differential reduction of complex bismuth salts to give light-and dark-colored colonies, and its use has been described in several reports (3, 6) . Pagano et al. (9) added triphenyl tetrazolium chloride as an indicator to Sabouraud agar; on this medium, C. albicans isolates give pale-colored colonies, while other yeast species develop various shades of pink. The medium has been used successfully to reveal mixed yeast species in clinical isolates (12). Costa and de Lourdes Branco (2) devised a phosphomolybdate agar on which C. albicans colonies are green and those of other species are blue. At least one other study confirmed the efficacy of this medium (1) .
Despite the independent studies confirming the value of these differential isolation media, none of them has achieved wide acceptance for use in the routine isolation of clinically important yeasts. The Pagano-Levin and phosphomolybdate agars are not currently available from commercial sources, and Pagano-Levin medium in practice yields a high rate of both false-positive and false-negative results when used to differentiate species (11) . Bismuth After 24 h of incubation at 37°C, the majority of yeasts tested had grown well, forming colonies of 1 to 5 mm in diameter; however, growth and colony color development were inconsistent after 24 h of incubation, and color readings were therefore made only after 48 h of incubation, as specified in the manufacturer's instructions. At this time, 3 of the 24 Cryptococcus neoformans isolates tested and 2 of 5 Geotrichum sp.
isolates had formed only pinpoint colonies, and these isolates were therefore evaluated for colony appearance after an additional 24 h of incubation.
A variety of colony colors was seen, some of which were apparently species specific (Table 1) . Colors generally deepened slightly after 72 h of incubation (data not shown), but, except for those for the five slowly growing isolates already mentioned, they were clear and distinguishable after 48 h. The edges of all colored colonies were paler than the colored centers; the descriptions of colors that follow refer only to the Variable; small, pale, "dirty pink" or "dirty gray-5165/5635-5645 green" (becoming darker and rough on prolonged incubation) "Color reference numbers are from the Pantone color guide. Colonies of yeasts that gave colonies described as "pale to pink to purple" usually had a dirty, brownish color and a narrow, paler edge (Fig. 1). dominant, central colors. Nearly all isolates of all of the yeast species tested gave colonies with colors described as ranging from white through grayish or brownish pink to grayish or brownish purple after 48 h of incubation at 37°C (Table 1 ; Fig.   IA and B) . However, some species gave different colony colors that were well demarcated from such hues.
All 285 C. albicans isolates formed yellow-green to bluegreen colonies on CHROMagar Candida (Fig. 1C) . This green color was particularly distinctive for the species, and among the other species tested, only two Geotrichum isolates formed a similar hue. However, in the case of these Geotrichum sp. isolates, the colonies themselves were light pink and of much smaller diameter than those of C. albicans, and the green pigmentation was present in the agar beneath the colonies (Fig. ID) , an appearance never seen with C. albicans, the colonies themselves of which were green. From these data, the sensitivity and specificity of a green colony color for recognition of C. albicans were calculated as 100%.
C. tropicalis isolates (n = 54) all developed a distinctive dark blue-gray central color after 48 h of incubation, and their colonies were surrounded by a dark brown to purple halo in the agar surrounding the colony (Fig. IE) . Although a colony color approximately similar to that of C. tropicalis was observed with some other species, the dark halo in the agar was seen only with isolates of C. tropicalis plus 2 of 12 isolates identified as "Pichia sp." among the yeasts tested. The sensitivity and specificity of the dark blue-gray colony color and brown-purple agar halo for C. tropicalis were therefore >99%.
The color of Trichosporon sp. colonies after 48 h was also distinctive but variable. The isolates formed small colonies with a pale color, subjectively described as "dirty pink" to "dirty gray-green" (Fig. 1F) No colony appearance on an isolation medium can ever serve as a substitute for such proper and full identification tests for yeasts, and CHROMagar Candida is not proposed as a substitute for such thorough identification protocols. The only exception is the case of a colony with the green color and smooth, entire form characteristic of C. albicans when such a colony is isolated from a clinical specimen. In such instances the data from the present study suggest that no further steps are necessary, not even the germ tube test, to confirm the identification of the species. The particular value of the new isolation medium is that it facilitates enormously the recognition of mixtures of yeast species on a single isolation plate, and it offers, for certain yeast species, a strong indication of the likely subsequent identification. In single-blind tests with individuals not involved with the laboratory study, CHROMagar Candida could be used successfully to differentiate isolates of C. albicans, C. tropicalis, C. krusei, and Trichosporon spp.
The performance of CHROMagar Candida exactly paralleled that of Sabouraud glucose agar in terms of its ability to support the isolation of yeasts from clinical samples. CHROMagar Candida was slightly superior to the Sabouraud agar used for comparison in terms of its ability to suppress bacterial growth. Its overall superiority has been self-evident in our hands in its ability to reveal mixtures of yeast species present in cultures (although the clinical material directly cultured on CHROMagar Candida happens so far to have yielded only two instances of mixed yeast infections). We have so far experienced several instances of cultures submitted as "pure" yeast isolates, but which were shown to contain mixtures when plated out on CHROMagar Candida.
CHROMagar Candida appears to be a medium well-suited for medical mycological use. It can serve as a primary isolation and differentiation medium for clinical specimens likely to contain yeasts and also as an adjunctive differential medium for the identification of yeasts isolated on other media.
